
Floodplain Management Services (FPMS)

Purpose

People that live and work in the floodplain need to know about the flood hazard and the actions they can take to reduce 
property damage and to prevent the loss of life caused by flooding. The FPMS program, was developed by the Corps of 
Engineers specifically to foster public understanding of the options for dealing with flood hazards and to promote prudent 
use and management of the Nation’s floodplains. Section 206 of the Flood Control Act of 1960 (PL 86-645), as amended, 
authorizes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to provide technical assistance to identify the magnitude of flood hazards and 
plan for wise use of floodplains.

Types of assistance available

A wide range of technical services on floodplain issues are available under this program. The following list describes some of 
the types of work that can be done under the FPMS program:

1) Flood Damage Mitigation Study: Conduct a study of flooding problems within a community and recommend measures 
to alleviate flooding problems and/or reduce flood damages.

2) Flood Warning and Preparedness Study: Provide assistance in the design of a flood warning system and emergency 
evacuation plan based on river stages and rates of rise.

3) Special Flood Hazard Information Report: Delineate the 100-year or other frequency floodplain and/or the floodway. 
A local community can submit this report to FEMA to extend or revise FIS flood plains.

4) Flood Inundation Maps: Determine extent and depth of flooding for various rainfall events and map using Geographic 
Information System (GIS) technology. This information can be used for emergency planning or to set floodplain development 
policies.

5) Dam Failure Analysis: Use unsteady flow modeling to determine the effects of a dam failure. Information such as the 
timing of resultant flooding and mapping of the extent and depth of flooding can be produced.

6) Elevation Reference Mark Database: Setting benchmarks that provide elevation reference marks for community 
planning purposes or for use by local surveyors.

7) HEC-HMS and HEC-RAS Workshops: Conduct Workshops on HEC-HMS (rainfall-runoff) and HEC-RAS (flood profile) 
computer models.

8) Urbanization Analysis: Determine effects of watershed development on flood flows and floodplains. Information can be 
used to set development policy or to develop proactive solutions to future flooding problems.

9) Community Flood Zone Database: Produce a database with information on structures located in floodplains. This could 
include type of structure, elevation, depth of flooding, etc.

10) Flood proofing Workshops: Conduct workshops on flood proofing methods for existing buildings located in floodplains.

Funding

State and local governments can receive full federal funding for FPMS technical assistance or can supplement federal funding 
to expand the scope of a study. Studies requiring federal funds are implemented in the order in which the requests are 
received, subject to the availability of funds. Program services are also offered to non-water resource federal agencies and 
to the private sector on a 100% cost recovery basis. For such requests, payment is typically required before services are 
provided. In an effort to reduce costs to the general public and to assure continued community interest, the 
Corps encourages requestors to supply field data, maps, historic flood information, and other existing data.



Application process

Requests for assistance should be directed to the Floodplain Management Services Coordinator (see below). The coordinator 
will ask questions regarding the requester’s floodplain problem, perform a preliminary evaluation as to whether it can/should 
be addressed through the FPMS program, and explain the FPMS program process. The evaluation process could include a 
site visit to further determine that the use of the FPMS program is appropriate, if another Corps of Engineers program would 
be more appropriate, or if the problem lies outside the authority of the Corps of Engineers. Should the final evaluation show 
that an FPMS study of the situation is appropriate, the requester will need to submit a formal request for FPMS services in the 
form of a Letter of Intent to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District. A sample letter will be provided to assist the 
requester with this step. After receipt of a Letter of Intent, the Nashville District will prepare a cost estimate for the study and 
explain the steps needed to obtain federal funding and set up local funding if applicable.

For more information

If you need more information, you may contact the Floodplain Management Services Program Manager at (615)736-7308.

or

Craig Carrington

Chief, Project Planning Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District

110 9th Avenue South, Room A405

Nashville, TN 37203

(615) 736-7861

Email: craig.d.carrington@usace.army.mil


